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Heroin bust nixed pardon bid: DA, police chief lobbied gov for
man with long rap sheet
By Dave Wedge
Friday, March 24, 2006 - Updated: 09:35 AM EST

New BedfordÕs top prosecutor and a police chief backed a governorÕs pardon for a gun range
supervisor with a long rap sheet, but the bid crumbled when the man was nabbed in a heroin bust,
records show. 

    Bristol District Attorney Paul F. Walsh Jr. and Dartmouth police Chief Mark Pacheco each wrote
letters of recommendation to Gov. Mitt Romney for Randy Costa, who was seeking to have 30
charges wiped from his record, including drug and weapons violations, assault and several thefts. 

    ÒIn offering an assessment of an individualÕs character, I deem most important honesty, integrity
and a solid background. Such an individual is Randy Costa,Ó Walsh wrote to Romney in a June 1,
2004 letter penned on his official DAÕs stationery. 

    The state Parole Board was slated to hold a hearing on CostaÕs pardon application in November
2005 but threw out the case two months earlier because Costa was arrested for heroin possession in
New Bedford, records show. 

    Walsh, who is being challenged in NovemberÕs election by attorney Sam Sutter, said last night that
he did not regret supporting CostaÕs bid for a governorÕs pardon, even in light of the Sept. 14, 2005,
drug arrest. 

    ÒHe had been clean for 14 or 15 years, so that was the basis for that. I figure a guy that has been
clean for 15 years deserved a break,Ó he said. 

    Costa, who died in November at 51, had a rap sheet stretching back to 1974 that included illegal
gun possession charges in 1975 and 1977. His record also included a 1982 marijuana arrest,
breaking and entering in 1980, shoplifting in 1990, a 1974 charge of inhaling toxic vapors and
several larcenies and motor vehicle violations. 

    Before the final arrest, his last scrape with the law came in 1990 when he and his brother were
arrested for unarmed robbery and assault and battery after allegedly roughing up a man and taking
his wallet. 

    Costa told the Parole Board he wanted the pardon so he could get a license to carry guns. For nine
years, Costa was supervisor at the Woodcock Shooting Range in Dartmouth, where his duties
included overseeing target training sessions for police departments and calibrating rifle scopes. 

    In addition to Walsh and Pacheco, Costa also had letters of support from a Bristol SheriffÕs
Department major and high-ranking cops from New Bedford and Westport. 

    

Paul F. Walsh Jr. (Staff Photo by
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